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By order of the Commander-in-Chiaf of the VVS, the 175th Fighter Air Division was subject,
to retraining and re-equipping (to MIG-15 aircraft) in the early part of 19%9. Prior to
this time, the division was equipped with YAK-GP aircraft. The total numbder of aircraft
in the 175th Fighter Air Divisign at this time was:

YAK-9P 178

This inciudes both serviceable
2nd ngr-serviceabic aircraft.

3
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i
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In May of 1949 the pPilots and some of the enlisted men of the division were sent for
retraining to an Educational Training Center near Leningrad. Technical officers of the
Division were sent for further technical training to the factories producing MIG-15
aircraft, such as #1 at KUIBYSHEV. In the later half of Septemher the “iwizicn haa
compieted 18 retraining but had not Yet received new airersft.
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} 3. In June of 1949, the division received instructions from the Air Army to prepare +o pive
: up-130 aircraft. This order indicated what had to be done witk the aircraft prior to
giving them up. The division was %o paint all aircraft designated for surrender and to !
paint-over all r~zognition marks on them, as well as to check carefully their engines
and meke all necensary repairs.

4. In July, instructions to Terry T9 YAK-9P aircraft to Khechkemet Alrfield (Kecskemet) in
Hungary were received. These aircraft were ferried by pilots of the 347tn Fighter Air
Regimeni of the 175th Fighter Air Division. The course flown was across Poland.

R In Septeriver 1949, the division received additional instructions to ferry another 51
YAK-9P'e tc Poland (Liegnity Airfield). 1In December, the division received instructions
“c transfer 12 YAK-9P's (without painting-over the recognition marks) to the 931st
separate Artillery Spotting Reconnaissance Air Zdegiment which was based at heten (Kothen)
alrfield in Cermany.

5. In October 1549, in accordance with a 2U4th Afr Army order, the 175th Fighter Air Division
was ‘o provide two groups to receive and dispatch aircraft to the igtermediary sirfields :
designated as landing points for MIG-15's being flown in from Kuibyshev. One group was ' i
to be located at Orshs (Ba.l'ba.acvo) airfield and the second at Kobrin sirfield.

7. The functions cf eech group were: to receive the aircraft being flown in for the 175th
Fighter Air Division {to supervise their lending, to check the aircraft after the
landing and prior to the take-off, and to make any negessary repairs); to provide the
group of ferrying pilots with food and quarters; to refuel the aircraft; to organize an ’
effective watch or guard over the aircraft; and, to provide the lead groups and crews
with necessary radio-data for the remainder of the flight. In order to perform the
sbove functions, the 175th Fighter Air Division's group included the following specislists:

a) Cfficers in +he position of Assistant Commanders of Air Regimeuts
for Aerial Combat Tactics and Aerial Gunnery

b) Officers of the communcations service /
c) Officers ¢f the technical service
3) Mechanies in the various specinlties

8. Thus, each group included roumrg' five officers and ten sergeants. These qroups vere
transported to the interme . .ry airfields on transport aircraft of the 244k Air Army .
However, due to poor weathe: ~onditions prevailing in the fall, the MIG-1% aircraft
designated for the 1j5tkL Fighter Air Division were not ferried in, and so these groups
vere ordered back to their unit ommand of VVS Main Headquarters, after havipg been
at the iutermediary rirfields foaut two months,

9. The laiter headquarters decided to send the aircraft designated for the Tlst Fighter Alr
Corns of the 24th Alr Army by rail The aireraft arriving in the 175th Fighter Air Divia!.on
were packed in special crates. The first train carrying MIG-15' aircraft arrived at Oranien-
burg airfield on the 1ith December 1949, This train contained 25 MIG-15's. The second
train transporting MIG-15's arrived a+ the adove-memticned point on the 10th day of Jamuary
1950. It contained 25 ~15" third train which ¢ =15's arrived at
this point in February. Further-
more, the 17%th Fighter Alr Division Teservew Tour IAK=17 @Ioraft from tue 61st Guards
Fighter Air Corps at Tserbst (Zerbst) airfield.

10. Qrauarenburg airfield was the unloading and assembly point for aircraft being sent to
i75th Fighter Air Divicion. Upon arrival at Oranienburg the aircre®t wars "i:
(i€, tuksn out OF lheir proteciive oil wrappings ard wooden crates) assembled, flcwn
(for a pericd of five hours as a shakedown), and then, ferried to Finow airfield for the
24h7th and 86€th Fighter Air Regiments. )

11. During the above pericd, the 175th Fighter Air Division received 69 aircraft - 65 MIG-15%
and 4% YAK-17's. These aircraft were distributed among the regiments in the following

25X1 manner:
Rumber of afc received: fAccording to the TO, 4hese
25X1 uiiits should have:
MIG~1l5 YAK-1 { MIG-15 YAK-17
25X1 347th Fighter Atr Rest L] 1 52
RO - W ok 1 52 2 25X1
i) i oo E2S i 52 3
Flghter Air Div Command 2 1 L 1
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12. In eddition to the above Jjet aircraft, the division had the fallowin@.reciprccating engine
aircraft:. 36-YAK~9P's, one YAK-9M, eight YAK-9V's, ten PO-2's, and one S-2.

13. The division was supposed to be completely re-equipped with new aircraft by June of 1950; ) l
this, however, was the second specified date. The first specified date was set for 1949,
and according to this plan, the division was supposed to have been completely re-equipped
by the end of ‘kg, However, due to the poor autumn weather, this plan was not carried
out and u second date for re-equipment was set for 1950,

14, After the 175th Fighter Air Division received its new aircraft by means of railroad
transportation, the 6lst Guards Fighter Air Corps received 68 or 78 MIG-15's simul-
taneously by means of Terrying. All of the MIG-15's which were ferried in for the 61st
Guard Fighter Air Corps landed at Zerbst airfield in Germany.

15. A vwell-defined system for requlpping a unit with new aircraft does not exist. New air-
craft may be received by VVS units in two ways: the aircraft uay be ferried or, they
may be transported by rail or water transportation. All of this depends on time and
vweather factors. In the majority of cese=, new aircraft are received during the spring
and winter seesons since the summer season 1s heavily scheduled with combat training;
during the suwmsr all leaves for flight personnel are forbidden as are any interruptions
of their combat training, Thus, the flight personnel camnot be utilized to ferry new
aircraft.

16. During the spring and autumn seagons, in most cases, the unfavorable veather conditions
which interfere with the ferrying of aircraft make it impossiblie to carry out such a
proposed plan since the aircraft being ferried may be detained at intermediary airfields
for months due to the weather. Needless,to say, this causes great inconveniences since ’
in addition to the aircraft, flight personnel are detained at intermediary airfields
for a considersbhle length of time; they are deprived of combat training and slsc lose
the tevel of combat training already attained.

17. TFurthermore, ferrying aircraft involves a large loss in engine-resource time (TN a {
- 8pecified period of time an engire is supposed to function before it has to be overhauled) ;
and shortens the combat-1ife of the elrcrafs, Therefore, on the basis of the above
factors, VVS Main Headquarters chooses one method or another to use during re-equipment,
ie, in transporting the new aircraft to a unit. \

kL 18. It is necessary to remember that if a unit which ir to be re-equipped is based no
farther than the range of the given type aircraft from the factory producing them, these
aircraft will invarisbly be ferried to the units. In the case of units which are located
at a considerable distance fron the producing factory, new aircraft were transported by
one of the two methods indicated above. Traneportiag aircraft to units by rail or water
transportation results in larger losset of time but safeguards the engine-rcsource of
the aircraft and extends its life-span.

19. Aircraft which are detained at intermediary airfields because of weather conditions are
" parked out in the open and are Poorly cared for; consequently, when they reach their
destination they have defects. Furthermore, if a defect is discovered along the route,
the aircraft remairs at an intermediary field until the defect is repaired. It is quite
possible that the unit based at the particular intermediary airfield is equipped with a
different type of aircraft from the one that i{s forced down by a defect and will not be
able to render any assistance, especially if the repair involves replacing even the N
siwplect, most insignificant part. It takes = certais sununt of vime tc oubtain the |
ZECSsSary part and, in the meantime 1f the weather has been normal the main group flies ]
on vwhile the pilot and his unserviceable aircraft remain sitting at the intermediary
airfield, waiting for the defect to be repaired.

20. Another possibility is that while landing at an intermediary airfield, a pilot nay
damage his landing gear, necessitating & repair job which takes several days; in the i
meantime, the weather may be good ami the flight may continue while this aircraft is i
detained until repairs are completad

21, |1n the majority of cases where a group the gize of a
Lremm {TiI'ty aircraft) is being ferried, two to four aircralt lag behind the group
at intermediary airfields and arrive at their dnntfnnilos unit snly after en exiended
G=isy due to the resgons &iven above. Bowever, the 175th Fighter aiy DMiwieton a43 nos
eyrerionte ony fuck dilfficulvies woea it ¥as 'Terrying sircraft to Hungary and Foland.

CONFIDEMITAL ' 25X1 !

Sanitized Copy App oved for Release 2011/07/21 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600040254-6




Sanitized Cop Approved for Release 2011/07/21 - CIA-RDP80-00809A000600040254-6 25X1 |
i ‘ — 1 |

WY

}_. A . B

22. All conventional type aircraft of the 2kth Air Army were turned over to the Soviet
Union's Buropean Swtellites (Foland, Hungary, Bumanin, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia,
and Albania) and, possibly to Ching a#d Mongolia. A part of the aircraft Zrom
other Air Armies were also turned ‘over to the: Satellite countries, while the rest
vere given to DOSAV's Aeroclube and those VV8 units which were. scheduled to be the
last ones re-equipped with new aircraft. Furthersmore, some of the conventional
sircraft werc given to air imstitutes for pilots, and others were stripped for
spare parte (Which were distributed in the same marmer - to Batellite countries,
VVS units, DOSAV's aeroclubs, and air institutes).

23. All of the above crganizations used these apare parts in repairing their aircraft
of a similar type.

2h. Bome of the old conventional aircraft which were unsuitable even for utilization
a8 spare parts were sent to be smelted down as Junk,

- end -
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